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““the subtleties and nuances of the playing, coupled with the sheer

variety of Handel’s fertile imagination, never pales during over two
hours of continuous listening.”



The Academy of Ancient Music

""A superb period instrument band''— New York Times , March 2009

Recently hailed as "one of the world's great orchestras” by China Daily following its debut performance in
Beijing, the Academy of Ancient Music is a household name renowned worldwide for its energized, passionate
performances of baroque and classical music. Since it was founded by Christopher Hogwood in 1973 the AAM
has reached music lovers worldwide with over 250 recordings and live performances on every continent except
Antarctica.

The AAM specialises in performing on instruments and in styles dating from the time when the music was
composed. Under Hogwood's leadership it established itself as a leading authority on how music was originally
performed. This pioneering work had a transformative impact on the world of classical music, and lies at the heart
of the AAM's reputation for musical excellence.

In 2006, Hogwood passed leadership of the AAM on to Richard Egarr. In his first three years as Music Director,
Egarr has led tours to four continents, released CDs which have already won Gramophone, MIDEM and Edison
awards, and founded the award-winning Choir of the AAM.

Concerts with Egarr in 2009-10 see the orchestra performing music from Castello and Monteverdi to Finzi and
Britten around the world. Highlights include a tour of music by anniversary composers Purcell and Haydn to
Africa and the Far East, a Christmas tour of Handel's Messiah around Europe, and a fascinating programme
showcasing the music of Monteverdi's little-known contemporary Dario Castello.

The vitality of the AAM's music making continues to be fostered by a range of guest directors. This season the
orchestra works with Pavlo Beznosiuk, who directs a programme contrasting the Pergolesi and Vivaldi settings of
the Stabat Mater; violinist Giuliano Carmignola, who directs early masterpieces by Mendelssohn and Schubert;
Stephen Cleobury, who conducts a major European tour of Monteverdi's Vespers will the choir of King's College,
Cambridge; Paul Goodwin, who conducts Haydn symphonies at Esterhaza Palace, the historic seat of the
composer's patrons; and Stephen Layton, who conducts the AAM's traditional Good Friday performance of JS
Bach's St John Passion with Polyphony.

The AAM's pioneering recordings under Hogwood for Decca's L'Oiseau-Lyre label cover much of the baroque
and classical orchestral canon. They include the first recordings on period instruments of Mozart's complete
symphonies and Beethoven's piano concertos, and prize-winning opera recordings starring Cecilia Bartoli, Emma
Kirkby and Joan Sutherland. Further projects have resulted in recordings for EMI, Chandos, Erato and Harmonia
Mundi, and the orchestra has released award-winning recordings with the choirs of King's College, Cambridge,
Trinity College, Cambridge and New College, Oxford.

With Richard Egarr, the orchestra has recently completed a landmark new cycle of Handel's complete
instrumental music published as Op.1-7. Other recent releases include JS Bach's complete Brandenburg Concertos
with Egarr, Purcell and Handel discs with Stephen Layton and the Choir of Trinity College, Cambridge on
Hyperion, and, for EMI, Handel's Messiah with Stephen Cleobury and the Choir of King's College, Cambridge
The AAM is Orchestra-in-Residence at the University of Cambridge.

October, 2009 — please discard any previously dated material.



Richard Egarr, director and harpsichord

Richard Egarr is one of the most versatile musicians around. He has worked with all types of keyboards
and performed repertoire ranging from fifteenth-century organ intabulations to Dussek and Chopin on
early pianos, to Berg and Maxwell Davies on modern piano. He is in great demand as a soloist and
chamber musician, as well as a conductor.

Richard Egarr enjoyed his musical training as a choirboy at York Minster, at Chetham’s School of
Music in Manchester, and as organ scholar at Clare College, Cambridge. His study with Gustav
Leonhardt further inspired his work in the field of historical performance.

As a conductor, Richard Egarr has presented a wide range of repertoire, from Bach’s Matthew

Passion to John Taverner’s Ikon of Light . He has worked with specialised ensembles and modern
orchestras alike, such as Tafelmusik Toronto, the Chamber Orchestra of Europe and the Dutch Radio
Chamber Orchestra. He is director of the Amsterdam-based Academy of the Begijnhof. Recent
productions include Handel’s Esther , Acis & Galatea , Alcina and L’Allegro, il Penseroso ed il
Moderato , many performances of the Messiah , and dramatic Handel Opera arias with soprano Emma
Bell and the Scottish Chamber Orchestra; Haydn’s The Creation , Purcell’s Fairy Queen , Bach’s B
minor Mass and Telemann’s St Matthew Passion , and Stokowski arrangements with the Chamber
Orchestra of Europe. Richard will be directing Bach’s St Matthew Passion in 2007 with the Dutch Bach
Society, and, in a staged version, at Glyndebourne. He will also conduct the Scottish Chamber Orchestra
and the Flemish Radio Symphony Orchestra (in Berlioz’s Symphony Fantastique ). In April 2006 he was
appointed as Christopher Hogwood’s successor as Music Director of the Academy of Ancient Music,
with effect from the 2006-2007 season.

As soloist, Richard has performed extensively in the major music festivals throughout Europe and
Japan; his 2006 solo tour in the USA with Bach’s Goldberg Variations received great critical acclaim.
He has appeared many times as orchestral soloist with the Dutch Radio Chamber Orchestra, with the
Orchestra of the 18th Century as well as with the Netherlands Wind Ensemble.

In chamber music, Richard forms an ‘unequalled duo for violin and keyboard’ ( Gramophone ) with
violinist Andrew Manze. They have toured Europe and North-America with music from the Stylus
Phantasticus and late baroque. They have recently turned to later repertoire with performances of
Mozart, Schubert, Beethoven and Hubert Parry.

Richard Egarr records exclusively for Harmonia Mundi USA. His solo discs include works by
Frescobaldi, Gibbons, Couperin, Purcell, J.S. Bach and the complete recording of the keyboard works of
Johann Jakob Froberger. Recent recordings include Per Cembalo Solo (Gramophone Editor’s Choice)
and Bach’s Goldberg Variations . He has made numerous recordings with Andrew Manze, of violin
sonatas by Rebel, Pandolfi (Gramophone Award), Handel (nominated for a Grammy Award), Bach,
Corelli (Prix Caecilia), Biber’s Rosary Sonatas (Edison Award) and Mozart’s Auernhammer Sonatas .
With the Academy of Ancient Music he recorded the complete Bach harpsichord concertos. Upcoming
issues include solo keyboard music by Mozart and Louis Couperin, Bach’s Wohltemperierte

Clavier Book I, and (with the Academy of Ancient Music) Handel’s Concerti Grossi Op.3 and the Organ
Concerti Op.4 and 7.
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Press Excerpts - The Academy of Ancient Music & Richard Egarr

“The Academy of Ancient Music is in world-beating form once more with this magnificent Handel disc.
Egarr and the musicians play with dynamism and warmth which suggests that Egarr's tenure with this
band is going to be a rewarding one. Long may it last.”

--Gramophone

“The AAM have always played with spirit, but the degree of passion, excitement and joy stirred by this
concert was surely exceptional.”
--The Times (London)

“With Richard Egarr's brilliance as its music director, this orchestra is playing better than ever. For
several years now, proof has been coming in the form of fantastic recordings, and it was certainly
confirmed with a live performance Saturday night.”

--Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

“The Academy of Ancient Music has entered a period of revitalization under its new music director,
harpsichordist Richard Egarr.”
--Boston Globe

“The orchestra sounds as good as ever, perhaps even reinvigorated and a few degrees sparkier... Egarr
could not have hoped for a better way to begin his tenure.”
--Gramophone

“Exciting...superb...terrific...Egarr and the Ancient Academy musicians let us hear the work [Bach] as
a chamber concerto...Enchanting.”
--Los Angeles Times

“The Academy of Ancient Music is still very much at the vanguard of the period-style movement it
launched in concerts and recordings 30 years ago.”

“The London-based group founded by Christopher Hogwood has taken on new leadership, new blood,
and a renewed vitality.”

“Nothing was taken for granted. Every turn of phrase was treated as if the ink were still wet on the
page...Egarr was a marvel throughout.”
--Chicago Tribune

“Egarr and his merry band of period instrument players established a new, vibrant standard for
performance of baroque repertoire.”
--Pittsburgh Tribune-Review



“The concert had a rhythmic bounce and vitality. Airy and lithe, the [works] sounded as if they were
being improvised on the spot.... The players listened to each other intently and responded with the
trigger-sharp instincts of a top string quartet.”

--Chicago Sun-Times

"A triumph from every point of view."
--The Times (London). Rating: Five Stars *****

About Richard Eqgarr:

“While I've admired Egarr's recordings for some time, he's even better in person....The way he
communicates with audiences reminds me of Leonard Bernstein's ability to engage listeners without
talking down to them. He also matches Bernstein's onstage charisma, so it wouldn't be a stretch to call
Egarr ""the Bernstein of Early Music."

“I've been waiting for a conductor like Egarr to come along for some time...He's one of the most
exciting and delightful musicians of our time.”

--National Public Radio’s **All Things Considered”

“Thrilling and revealing, this is Bach playing of real stature.”
--Gramophone

“Scintillating.”
--New York Times

“This is why nothing can replace live concerts...[Egarr] completely reinvents the music”
--Seattle Times

“Egarr is one of those fellows who can't keep his enjoyment to himself. A well-known name in the
international early music community, the English keyboard player and conductor beamed his delight in
every note.”

“He did what few conductors seem able to do, or even try. He breached the wall between audience and
performer. His delight became our delight. His fancies took our fancy.”
-- The Oregonian (Portland, OR)



D I SCO G RAP H Y (revised 10/09)

Note: the below recordings reflect recordings which have been released in recent years. The AAM’s
full discography numbers over 200 titles and can be viewed on http://www.aam.co.uk/

The Academy of Ancient Music directed by Richard Egarr

Bach Brandenburg Concertos Nos. 1-6 HMU 807461.62
Handel Organ Concerti, Op. 4 HMU 807446
Handel Concerti Grossi, Op. 3 HMU 907415

Bach Harpsichord Concertos, Triple Concerto. Richard Egarr, Harpsichord
Harmonia Mundi HMU 907283.84

The Academy of Ancient Music directed by Andrew Manze

“The Grand Tour” Concerti by Vivaldi, Handel, Bach, and Geminiani
Harmonia Mundi  HMU 907273

Geminiani Concerti Grossi (after Corelli, Op. 5)
Harmonia Mundi HMU 907261.62

Vivaldi Concert for the Prince of Poland
Harmonia Mundi HMU 907230

Handel Concerti Grossi, Op. 6
Harmonia Mundi HMU 907228.29

Bach Solo & Double Violin Concertos
Harmonia Mundi HMU 2907155

Other recordings of The Academy of Ancient Music

Purcell: Music for Queen Mary. Choir of King’s College, Cambridge, Stephen Cleobury.
EMI 3 444382

Concerti and Concerti Grossi by Handel, Bach, and Vivaldi.
Wigmore Hall Live WHLive0005
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